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roceedings of Anmual Conference 1979, held at Acklen Hall 
n “rdiay, Saturday and Sundey, 17th, 14th amd 19th Apri, 1979. 


Friday Am. 12 Branches represcntec, 27 delegates 
ed - - ial . ne he 

reprcsen*24 Bolton, Edinburgh, SW London) 

a ws 4 An > ~a 


7 IM 14 Pranches represented, 32 delegates 


Sa*urda rm 14 Branches represented, 31 delegates 
resonted Bdint argh) 
2 , 12 Branches represented, 24 delegates 
ited Bolton, Bdinburgn, Haringey) 
: 14 Brancles represented, 32 delegates 
represtr sed Edinburgh). 


anteen Takings £116<-27 
Purchases £62-01 


BALANCE £54--22 


Tollections £70.83 
| _ £268-60 
£28—=26 


™OT L £L7TH69 
Li* saie3 £341-00 


4-6 


GS COMARNCED AT 14210 Al. 


os ineter Br) was clocted ae “Chairman and Cde WH Vallar (G8angow 
. C ~rmane 
was per that Cdes L Cox and K Knight act as tellers. 

ss Aoreed to take Amendments to Rule as first business in the 
wonsea end Camden Brs raised a point of order about Item te on 
\cenda, and it was Agreed to deal with the matter when it was 


ORT TU CONFERENCE 
tendances No discussion. 
\thes_and ..embership aA question was raised about the resignation of 
OOR SN (J D*arecy, Camden ani Marshall, Redbridge) "THAT Tai EC Be ASiED 
TC RITs TO | LALDVIN EX}RESSING THE VIBW OF T-IS CONPERENCE ThaT Hk RECONSIDER 


O RESIGN FROM THE PARTY." 
Carried 15-10. 


1979 KC sub-conmittees The Gen See pointed out that 4 cttees were under 
sngth and urged members to come forwarc to help. 


iten for Discussion (Camden Br) "As the BC's €unction in connection 

»¥.th the annual Ballot for Paty Officers and the &C is simply to record 
the results jocianae by the Vallot Cttee, which was done at the iC tieeting 
on 9th Jan 1979, sukequent alterations made by the BC were out of order.” 
Item Discussion (Islington Br) "The need to re-define the Terms of 


———_—— ee 


ference of the Ballot Cttee."™ 


a 
ri 


Tiere was brief discussion of EC action over the result of the last 


ballot Dele:;ates xthought it important to get clear on the correct 
rocedure for the future. 
INSTRUCTED R=SN 1b (Rests sin Dr) "THAT THIS CONF INSTRUCTS THE EC TO ENSURE 
THAT IN FUTURD BaLLOT PAPERS POR THE ELSCTION OF PART CRPICERS AND THE 
C BE SENT TO hEMDE: ‘S' ADDRESSES INDIVIDUALLY FROM HO aND NOT TO BRANCH 
SECRETAMI“LS FCR REDISTRIBUTION AS AT PRESENT: AND REMINDS MERBERS THAT 


RETURNED BALLOT PALMERS LUST DE ADDRESSED DIRECTLY 10 THE BALLOT CTTEE 
Carried 27-8 


iiLNDMENT (Glasgow Br) Cn line 3 beween ‘HO' and "and", insert the words 
'togetner with a stamped Gor pre-paid) addressed envlepe.' 
Lost 7-27 


RESN ade (on investment in local authority bonds) 
Islinston Br agreed with the view that their resn was aut ote 

as it conflicted with Rule. 

FLOOR Risn (J D'Arcy, Camden and H Cottis, Southend) "That the Resn be 

withdrawa ane restbmitted as an Item for Discussion." 


EC REPORT (Cont'd) 


Centrah Organtser Cne delegate expressed disquiet that 2 branches lua 
been vory shortlived, and wondered whether branch status should y it fa 


hi 
white. La ” 


- yo «© 


spc It w ac Agreed to combine discussion with INSTRUCTED RESN a 
coe unsaxx¥ Camden Br) "THAT IN THE “VENT OF A CHANGEOVE TO THE PHOTO 
LIVH( PROCLSS FOR PRINTING THE SS, T.1S CONF INSTRUCTS ae EC ~— 
THC PRESENT £O0RM OF THE SS, IE. IN REGARD TO GUALITY OF PaPER 
SIZE Gk TYPE USED aND GET. SRALLY TO RE TAIN I'8 PRESENT pistrveiv 
UNIQUE CKARACTER." 
Anen ment (lestminster Br) Delete all after ‘Conf’ on 


. 
~~ 


49% 


Gy 
© 


Cc 
42 


and replace with ‘is of the opinion that the SSPC continue in the endeavour 
to immove the appearance cof the SS.' a 


Carried 22=11 


Amendment (Swansea Dr) Delete all after 'Conf' 
replace with ‘is of the opinion that the S$ 
line with modern conditions.’ 


on line 2 and 
PC will produce a journal in 


Lost 16-18 
SUB RESN Carried 22-10 


The point was raised that litho was originally said to be cheaper 
but this ho longer seemed to be so. A Cttee member replied that this would 
devend on the cttee doing more of the work themselves. Some delegates 
thought the resn restrictive and implied that the ap earance of the SS 
could not be impppved, but others disagreed. It was also pointed out 
that an increase in sales would depend on an increase in activity. 


FLOCR RESN ( L Veidberg, Islington and Hibbert, Southend) “THIS CONF 

RUCOMMENDS THE EC TO PROCEED WITH OFFSET LITHO PRODUCTION OF THE Ss." 
Carried 19-11 

Addendum (J D'Arcy and Mat’*ingley, Mid Herts) “.. and that 


trial copy be prepared for consideration by members prior to a final 
decusion being made." 


— 


Cs 


“he Chair ruled the Addendum out of order. The point was made 


t..at the printing process and layout were quite separate. If mmbers did 
not like the layout it could be chanzed. 


Conference adjourned at 1-50 and recommenced at 3-00. 


INsTRUCTED RESN 3d (Redbridge Br) "THAT THE OONTRACT UITH THE PDC Bi 
TERLINATED AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT aND THE DESIREBILITY OF MeMBERS 
PoRBTICIPATION IN SELLING THE PARTY'S LITERATURE TO RETAILL CUTLETS I5 
AF} TRMED .* 

Bost 15-21 


The view was expressed that the new method of sales did not come 
up to the old and it was reported that one outlet hed been lost through 
the commercial distributor. Against this it was argued that PDC did 
provide some new outlets, but that members should themselves concentrate 
On n°wsagents cs opposed to bookshops. 


AMENDMENTS TO RULES 
Ilule 1? (lestmin Br) On line 3, delete the second word ‘all* anc 
on lire 4 between ‘debates’ and ‘establish’ the words ‘e>cept 

organised by Branches’. ia 


Rule 13 (Glasgow and VJestmin Brs) On line 2; 
inset the words ‘provided the #C consider th 


(Islington Br) The first sentence be 
Committee, on receipt of a writ en detailed con 
Branch against a speaker, shall immediately ser 
referred to and the Propaganda Cttee and shall 
one month, a written reply and a report respect 
call upon such speaker to undergo an examinatio! 
by the EC.’ (the Rule to continue (line 4) as” 
spealer..' etc). “ 


AMendment (‘Jestmin and Mid Herts Brs) On 


> 
=a ie 22 (Camden and Westmin Brs) On line 2 de 
ten’. _ 
(Redbridge Br) Replace the Rule wits 
shall be entitled to send two delegates who m 
which will state the nurber of members @ 
Delegates of Branches formed within the pre 
vote only with the consent of the Conference, 


2 


be 
Vranch meeting shail count. Votee 
wnere delevates ere given a free hand will count accordine 


er Of members on credentials. Floor Resolutions will be 
= snow Ofhanas of delegates present. ' 


figures recorded at the 


Lost 2=34 


isham Br) Cn line 4, deleve ‘people' and insert ‘sympathisers' 
Carried 22-16 


thend Br) On line 2, delete ‘the Branch’ and substitute 
s Breanch'. On line 3, delete '14% days' and substitute 
On line +, delete 'The Branch’ and substitute ‘The accused 
ch'. On line 6, delete comma and substitute a full stop; 
+ to ratification by the EC.’ and insert a new clause: 

e- ving cansideration to action qainst one or nore of its 
ecs under the terms of this rule shall, as a matter of course, 
withiu 7 cays notify the “0 of itsintention to convene the specially 
on eeting, specifying the date, time and location at which such 
tuns shali be held and sconddly, before the mmmencememt of that meeting, 
ly to the EC exact copies of the written charges against the member(s) 
er with copiés, if any, of any defence received from the member(s) 

fhe &C shall, upon receipt of the notice of such specially 

reeting give notice to all Dranches of the date, time and location 
ting, in any case not less than 14 days before. The minutes 
cially summoned meeting shall be compiled in full at that meeting 
ified by the Branch members present before the close of the 
er with details by name of the members present and those 
ults of any vote or ballot taken, be submitted to the 
Ft 
Di 


the completion of that meeting. The SC shall, as 
at the EC meetings next after receipt of the minutes 
lly summoned branch meeting, ratify orotherwise set aside 
‘ any decision taken by tie Dranch cancerned and shall, within 
e next Deletate Meeting or Annua.i Conference, whichever 
rm all Dranches of the result together with the reasons 
edecision they have takea.' On the last line, after ‘Annual C»nfzrence‘ 
full stop and substitute comma. Add ‘such matter, at the discretion 
‘ogates present, being afforded priority over all other business. ' 
Lost 43-30, 
duit (Glascew) Delete all after ‘... member's Srancn* on line 
then to fo.\low on with all the remaining text of the existing Rule, 
from and including '...shall onsider...' on line 4 of the Rule. 
Lost 17-17 


le 3 (Southend Br) On line 4 delete ‘the’ after ‘forwarded to” and 
substitute ‘all': insert tull stop after ‘branches'; delete "“concernea’. 


LASSE. RFRA 
. ths last line add new clause: ‘Full minutes of the meeting at which the 
ceision of the EC is reached shall be compiled and shall, in respect oF 
the anplication of this Rule, be ratified before the closure oretne 
tectine and shall either within 714 days or before the commencement eo: en— 


xt Delevat ting or Anaya Conference, whichever be the sooner, be 
ibnitt-d te all Branches. The right af appeal shall, at ihe @leeneusom ms 
of the delesates prese a ai the Delegate lhe .ting or Annual vente 
be accorde? priority over all other business.* . 
Amendment (Mid Herts) Delete the whole of the proposed 
clause (ie from 'Cn the last line...-*' n line 5 t6 6nd Gf aeee ol 
Ley 20 ast i 
wule 72 ‘Southend Br) On line 2, after ‘the HC" adds "whoumues fh 
> satisfied themselves that the provisions of Rules 51 a@n/or | 
correctly applied or, failing this, have given consideration to 
eviderce as to why each or both of these rules cannot heave been appr 
a tine 5, after ‘'d_spute'’ insert new clause: ‘The minutes Of the 
m@@vting a* wulch Fi 


oh this decision isreached shall be compiled and, ‘J 
os the consideration given to the application of this Rule, ane’ 
sent before the closure of the meeting.* ae 
‘together with copies of the minutes of © 
" “ag at which the decision was taken, all evidence heard in) rs 
that decision, the names of those present and those absent...’ +4 fte: 
on -be same line, add ',..within 14 days or before the commence 
uexY Leseogate meeting or Annual Co nference, whichever be the s 


=) ae» . 


; 
er ‘charge ' Laieoel 
i 


On line 10, after taccused', delete full stop and add ', considerstion 


of such hearing being, at the discretion of tho delogates present, acce 
priority over all other businescs.' 


Lost 2=33 


JC RsPORT (Cont'd) 

Auditors It was Agreed to combine discussion with Item for Discussion 

(originally Instructed Resn 1c) on investment of mongy in local govt 

b onds ‘ 

FLOOR isSh (L Weidberg and Gluck, Islington) “THIS OUFERENCZ REQUESTS 

THs iC TO INVESTIGATE THE QUESTION CF INVESTING MONEY IN IOCAL AUTECRITY 
BONDS." 


Lost 6-22 


In the course of a lengthy discussion, it was argued that now 
the varty did not object to receiving interest bonds would be a better 
investuient end that the Party ought to get back as much of the workers' 
Surpiusvalue as it could. Against this it was argued that money was 
tied uv for a considerable period with bonds. Didferent views were 
expressed over whether the amount of money available actually made any 
difference to the Party's level of activity. 


Conference adjourned at 6-00 pm. 


SATURDAY Proceedings recommenced at 2-00 pm. 


Auditors (Cont'd) The Gen Sec read to delegates a report from the Auditors 
to the uC, suggesting the investment of money in a special deposit account, 
for periods of one month or longer with a higher interest rate. 
FLOOR RESN (L Veidberg, Islington and Vanni, Glasgow) "CONFERENCE RECOMMENDS 
THe YC TO PUT SURPLUS MONEYS IN A DIFFERENT BANK DEPOSIT ACCCUNT AT THEER 
CWN LISCRETION." 

amendment (Brown and Critchfield, Westmin) Replace ‘different’ 
with ‘special’. Agreed. 


SUB RESN Carried 15-7 


EC RUPOKT (Cont'd) 


Tapes Cttee Mo discussion 
Premisses Cttee No discussion 


Party Funds Organisers In reply to a question it was stated that there 
had been an almost 160% response to continue with regudar contributions. 
HO Assistant HO Asst pointed out that she would not be able to do the 
work indefinitely ard that it would be much better if a full-time menber 
could be found. 

Overseas Contacts Sec No discussion = 
Tstate Manasement Cttee In reply to a question about a dece¢ 


a So 


—_— 


it was stated that the Cttee had for ulated a draft will fo 
had died before it was properly formulated. Legal advic 
war no possibility of oontesting. ' 
hedia Cttee A rember pointea out further cases of 
into the press besides those in the Cttce's report. 


Parliamentary Cttee Itwas Agreed to combine discuss 
fESN id (Canden Dr) “THAT TIS CONFERENCE ENDOISES | 

THE 1978 DELSGATH MEETING IN RELATION TC THE SIGNINC 

YOR BIECTORAL PARTICIPATION: THIS CONFERENCE FURTSEI 
GUIDELINLS: 1. SIGNATURES SHALL ONLY BE INVITED WHEN 
ASCER.AINED THAT THE SIGNATORY IS SYMPATHBTIC TC THE 
2. aN UP TO DATS LIST OF NAMSS SHALL BE KEPT, AND THE 
APLROVAL SHALL BE OBTAINED TO ALL THE NAMES LISTED 7 
LLECTION CAMPAIGN B2GINS. 3. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES § 
THk PARTY, OR MEMBERS OF OTHER POLITICAL PARTIUS , BE 
NOR SHALL PSOPLE WO HCLD RELIGIOUS BIEWS. 4, BxaMat 
ACVEPTADLE UNLESS THERE ARE REASOUS TO THE CONTRARY, 
TO BE REQUIRED TO PROPERLY SCRUTINISE THE PROPLSED BT 


Sp 


PER RULL 28." 


Amendment (\J 4 
Clauses. — ( estiin) Delete clause 2 


- 


ion Organ=ee it was Agreed to coubine discussion with INGTRUCTEL 
la Ms THIS QONFERENCE INSTRUCTS THE EC TO EXPEDITR THE REISSUR 
iL) DUC. ATION SYLLABUS, AS REQUESTED BY “HE 1978 DELIGAT?S M IOLING, " 
ien Br). 
AHEN MENT (Westnin Br) DELETE ALL AFTER ‘EXPEDITE THE' ON LINE om 
SPL’ ‘ITM? t*Taq 


2B} i TH ‘ISSUE UF THE EDUCATION SYLLABUS BEING i REPARSD PY 
ATION COMMIT TRE 


TTTIO 


THE 
AS OUTLINED IN THE CIRCULAR ON EUDCATTON SENT To ALL 
BY THAT COMMITTEE (1ST COT 1978).° 


Carried 25-2 


SUB RESN Carried 24-0 


One nember thought the Agendment out of order and designed to «nock 
it the existing syllabus, The Gen Sec reportea that the old syllabus was 
-Vallable. Members of the Iducation Cttee reported that they had been ach >d 
to revise the syllabus and this was a big job. It stopped around 1945 and 
wes Dused on the first 9 chepters of Vol 1 of Capital on econbmics, bux chere 
rad been much additional material since then The aim was to devise a 
syllabus which would inclrde the old one but go beyond it in a fruitful way. 
Cne memver thought there had been no development in Marxist theory since Marx. 


2 ook Dept No discussion 


Pro anda Cttee It was Agreed to combine discussion with IMSTRUCTED RESN 
2a o Aen Br) “THAT THIS CONFERENCE RESOLVES THAT IN VIEW OF THE PRESENT 
FAVOURABLE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE PARTY A DET RMINED EFFORT SHCULD BE 
MADE TO ENCOURAGE ALL BRANCHES AND GROUPS TO ORGANISE AND CA RY.OUT TNDOOR 
PROPAGANDA ME TINGS WHEREVER PRA CTICABLE AND ANY OTHER FORM OF ORGANISED 
\CTIVITY, WHICH JILL LNH'NCE AND EXTEND THE PARTY'S CASE... WE THEREFORE CALL 
ON Tk DC TO MAKE FUNDS AVAIL.BLE TO BRANCHES AND GROUPS FOR 5 PiC*AL 
O .J2CTIVES WHICH CAN RE SHOWN TO BE PRACTICAL PROPOSITIONS AND WORTHY OF 
Tok EXPENDITURE LIXELY TO BE INVOLVED:" 
AMENDMENT (Westuin Br) DELETE FROM LINES 1 & 2. 'IN VIEW OF THE "KESEN? 
FAVOURABLE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE PARTY.’ 
Carried 27-6 
SUB KESN Carried 34-0 


The movers of the amendment argued that plans should be made not on 

the basis of large donations but of what the Party wanted to do. The movers 
.f the resn stated they were in favour of the amendment. One Branch was 
puzzlea why the rcesnwas there, es they never found diificulties in appreaiching 
the KC as long as the money was aviulable. On the Propaganda Cttece’s roport 
there wac some disagreement whether Camden Dr meetings had been mentioned and 
whether Harle Covrt meetings had been successful. The Cttee reported the 
would be holding a series of lectures to coincide with the Party's aniversary 
anc the SSPC stated there would ® some articles on the Party's history in the 
June S$ . It vas stated that there would be a meeting as usual in Hyde Park 

cn May Day and differeing views wexe expressed on the usefulness of a Jarge 
decorated platform. 


INS™RUCTED RESK 2b (Westmin Br) "THAT THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF TRE PARTY a 
OT TH TIM" FOR COMPLACENT SELP-CONGRATULATION. WORKING FOR SOCIALISN 7S 
AS _MPERATIVE TODAY AS IN 1904. TO THIS END THE. PARTY MUST CONTI UALLY BE 
OLAR pn ee ND LXTENDING THE SOCIALIST CAEP,...THS PARTY .SHOULD BE ALIVE FO 
LL ' TFNDENCIEs 1N CAPITALIST DEVELOPMENT, AWARE OF ADVANCES IN TH 

SC Lisi wil A AND TECHNOLOGY, AND BE METICULOUS IN ITS CONCERN FOP (CCURACY.. WE 
MUST NOT BE TEMPTED TO DOGM: TISE THE 'COPRECT' SOU'DING PHRASES OF PAST TEXTS, 
WHICH IF INDULGED IN COULD DRA IN THE PARTY OF ITS VITALITY. ONE OF THE MAI 


Ty sis :: 0 CING THE SPGE TODAY IS TO SH2RPEN THE RELEVANCE AND CREDIBILITY 
F ITCPROPAGANDA SO THAT THE PARTY MAY BECONE AN EFFECTIVE AND DYNAMIC. PORCE 
FOR’ SUCI? LISM,” Carried 22-6 7 


“ome delegates were pu: 


| zled by the reen and thought instances should 
be given where the Party had 


failed to develop its case. The Party had Deen 

right on many things, including the Pirst World War, the General Strke, Russia, — 
We svuld be cautious in changing direction. There had been uhfortunate a 
experiences with groups like the Libertarian Communists. . Other ves weg : 
thousht it important to take note of the various cultural changes» a 


*” Ay d 
> Py oY 
aly a ~~ wy 
ae oy 
: oy af 
ed Pg 8 
and consider why the working class were na marer to good alion S TA 
> ® sy ( 
V@git & 
; i : 
Conference adjourned at 6-30 pm. nae f 
sg 
*- 
SUNDAY Conference recommenced at 11<15 am, 


BC Report (Cont'd) 


Propaganda Cttee A Cttee menber reported that the June meetings in c onnexi 
with the Party's anniversary would have ablock ad in the SS. ” 


Publicity Cttee In reply to a cuestion a Cttee member stated that there we=c 


plans for further ads in Voice of the Unions, Spare Rib and Liberal News for 
a few months and more replies were new coming from Spare Rib. 


Gen Sec No discussion 
Central Branch Sec No discussion 


Review Journals Sec No discursion 


Pamphlets Cttee In reply to a question a Cttee member stated that the Cttee's 
report on the Speciall Issue was almost ready to go th the BC. The Cttee would 
say there was no substitute for the nommal way of dealing with pamphlets, and 


that there were a mumber of things in it which were not wrong but likely to 
be misunderstood, 


INSTRUCTED RESN 3a (Camden Br) "THAT THIS CONFERENCE INSRTUCTS THE EC TO 
PUBLIS' .. MANPESTO IN THE FORM OF A SHORT PAMPHLET DURING AND RELATED TO 
THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARTY'S FORMATION.” 


bast Lost 9-17 


The Branch proposed something of 5-6,000 words, the size of Socialist 
Principles Explained. Some delegates thought anniversary publications wree 
irrelevant to propaganda. Others were sympathetic but thought the idea could 
not be pub into prsctice in the time -vailable, and suggested a special issue 
of the SS. 

FLOOR RESN (Wood and Crook, Lewisham) "THAT THIS CONF RECOMMENDS THAT THE 
EC AUTHORISE THE PUBLICATION OF A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY ISSUE OF THE SS," 


Los6 9-10 


It was argued that this would help to sell the 8% and would not involve 
much extra work. A member of the SSPC stated that there had been no support 
for the idea from any Branch they had visited. = <« +l ome ewoensit 

st — awe re | alg <2 it ww 
FLOOR RESN (Grant and Waters, Islington) "THIS CONF RECOMMENDS THAT | 
PREPARE A LEAFLET ON THE OCCASION -OF ‘THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY HE 


= * : 
. da ‘ ley aS y: 


- 


fer; 


. ae -¥ be * 

ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Westmin) The desirability of frequent 

pamphiets. ‘ 
The Branch's idea was for short pamphlets the size 

article up to 2,000 words, which could be produced in a : 

advantage of events occurring outside the Party. They : 


cost. Delegates foresww protems of production as they ' 
pamphlet and a leaflet. | 


1 

' ap kt € 
INSTRUCTED RESN 1a (SW London Br) "THAT THIS CONF INST 
THE “ERMS OF REFERENCE FOR PARTY OFFICERS AND THAT THOS] 
ADHERED TO," to goal 


imendment (Westmin Br) DELETE ALL AFTER (PARTY OFF. ys 


. e 
Amendment (Camden Br’ DELETE ALI APTER 'EC Tot ON ly 
WITH "ENSURE THAT THE ‘TERMS oP pa wanes 
ei REFERENCE POR a c 
P 5. Sey . is ee» 


Some delerat 2 
said Somes” ag history of recent 


sion 


| 


ory + | 


ys | { : » % ? 
wrai Urganiser had taken sides an a controversy and it wac 


t r stablish order G ther 
— ie ~ rs thought “sexe 4 oO : i aod 
vane . +oferen was nothing wrong vith 


‘t requested permission to address Conf and a Motion (J D'Arcy, 

»stis, Southend) "That permiesicn be granted." was Carried t¥éz 12-8. 
into the history of her resignation and the Gen Sec read or* 

sns ©¢ keys to the mailbox at HO. The Central Organiser stated he hed 


nr ‘ 


of ¢ — | 


juestei a key because he was expecting urgent mai}, especially fron Cxford 
_ MA . {wa ; ~ . - . 
- 4 Motion (MacHwan, Edinburgh and Vanni, Glasgow) "Next busimess" was 
yey + qj - 3 F 
Master Form C One delegate thcught Branches shold give more detailed 


ormacion re lit sales. 


> * _ . ~ , a A 
.Cottis, Southend and Grant, Islington) "That the HC Report be adrp ed. 
C Agreed. 
DSRANCH PSPORTS 
\ * a * a a | = 
Canden Br Reg lar meetings at Lincoln's Inn Fields, Tower Hill and Earls 


court. 4 indoor meetings at Conway Hall, inclucing one to introduce the new 
amphlet. % planned for this year. Weekend seminar on democracy and othe 


Glasgow Pr Weekend school, good turnout of non-members. 2 debates with 
large audiences. 2 indoor meetings, very successful. Harder to sell the ee 
outdoors due to political climate and price. Better round pubs. Problens > 
sith flyposting, but it gets people to meetings. the Branch had apptie! Rule e< 
mere stricity. Funding from HO for ads in papers. 


Tere had been few lectures and visitors, and the Branch hopeé 
to be more active in the .uture. 


Tealinotan BY First meeting held in Sept, with a fair number of first-time 
visitors Canvassing and sale of SS in Chapel Market. Average attendance of 
and it was hoped there would be some Forms A in the near future. 


‘onferenc: adjourned at 1-35 pm and recommenced at 2-55 pm. 


a 


olton Br O tdoor and indoor meeting with London speaker. g serics of ta’ks 
a “Ena ees > ~ P . “” a Cc ? - = 
aiivertised itt the press, flyposting and leaflets. Support aiso given to 
Manchester, W Yorks and Sheffield Disappointing lack of local support for 


£ 
e1. 4 
es weekenc school in Huddersfield. SS sales had dropped owing to weather and 


sw 


sham Rr Regular Rr meetings. 2 indoor meetings flyposted did not 


—), 
attr of ts € Se 
Mid Herte Small Branch wita 10 members. 50 SS per month The Branch had 
@ nsider: closing last year but the decision to carry on wap correct. 
Redtwidge Br Sake of SS on streets, Ilford Station and local collezes. 
w 2 newS €ucS, 1 now has 4 regular customers. 3 indoor meetings, 2 very 
go.d and oie in very bad weathee. Loss of 2 members (deceased) and 3 
tx ferred. 
~~ sa mr . 4 £ i~r oc " x rot * . : 
ourcend 2© 4") doz 55 in bad weathec, BUilt up app 30 subscribers. The local 
U~10Li vy wes againg&t cutdoor meetings or sale of SS in shopping precinct. 


’ rT andar a Vel: nem > 
_Lendon_} wach member makes ow n arrangements re lit. Most members co 
m ao ¢ Startle he Rrea ie 2) ane i | i 
» fair distance. The Pranch had cancelled its lit order owing to a backlog. 


owensea Br The Branch had pa i 

Pr eg eee ay passed “trough @ bad phase when it might have 

ee ee — igen given from HO. 3,000 lesflets on devolution had 
Bvricuved. Main préblem was to get the Branch known. 


£4 
W London Sr The Br had lost ite mecting place and the Gen Sec had ovrxeapendos #f Y o” ¢ 
with the authority with no result. New vermoe at Chiswick Town Hall. Regular ° S : 
Br meetings and a number of lectures. 2-3 doz SS, double in summer, Support iF Ke 


tor Lincoln's Inn Fields and Earls Court. oc J 
W 

Westminster Br App 50 members, average attendance 14. Recently moved to : & 

Paddington. last year 12 lectures, average 3-4 non=members. 9 doz SS per a > 


month, 2 outdoor sales spots. 


W_Yorks Sr Branch nearly folded last year, but helped by Central Organsier, 
Members are dispersed. 3 public meetings. 13 members, 6-7 average attendance. 


INSTRUCTi3D RBESN 3d (Westmin) "THAT THIS CONF INSTRUCTS THE EC TO SFr UP 

A&A WORKING COMMITTEE TO PREPARE THE WSY FOR THE PUBLICATION OF AN OCCASIONAL 
SOCIALIST P*RTY THEORETICAL JOURNAL THAT CAN PRIBE DEEPLY INTO ASPECTS OF 
THE SOCIALIST CASE. TH! JOURNAL TO BE UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE EC AND 


TO BE SELF-FINANCING." 
LOst 16-18 


Some delegates argued that a journal was needed to stimulate members, | 
and that at the moment the SS had to carry articles which were sometiger of 
interest to members but not to non members. Others thought the time was 
wrong for such a gournal and that it might create schisms which would not 
otherwise exist or detract from other Party work. | 
: 
| 
| 
| 
. 
| 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Southend Br) The preparetion and publication for sale 
annually of a Socialst Year Book, to consist of major items of interest from 
the polltical scene of each calendar year together with the comments of the 


SPG3S upon then, 


Very little discussion. One delegate asked if there had been anything 
of interest since the formation of the Party, and it was pointed out that 
amongst other things there had been 2 workd wars. 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Camden Br) The advertising of meetings in the SS. 


the layout man 
A Camden delegate stated that the original dispute with 
of the SS had how been sorted out. There was dispute with 2 delegates whether 


the SSPC ws excluding branch notices. 
ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (SW London Br) The HC's disregard of Party rites. 


\ 
There was brief discussion and disagreement over recent actions of the 
present and previous EC's, including the ballot for EC member and the EC 
referring matters to Conf and ADM. a 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Mid Herts) Should not the WC and Party Offic 
elected to serve from Annual Conf to Annual Conf and the cc 
votes take place during Conf? 
A number of delegates were in favour of the idea, but 
this usei to be the arrangement and it was found unsatisfac 
suggestion was made that in any case the ballot should take 
Christmas. 


ITEM FOk DISCSSION (Westmin) A dsciplined Annual Conf. 


#here was general agreement that delegates should take 
to repeat themselves and not to interrupt. — 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Westmin) The relevance of the Sve ake 


Some delegates thought we should consider whether th 
cesirable at all since it did not test a member's knowledge 


thogght this would in Case be i ae 
what had to be a htt — 


x 
( 
» "> 
< 
<)> , p , 
ae, 2 FOR DISCUSSION (Islington) The Party should reaffirm its position 
% micratic and trade uniin right s as stated in "Questions of the Day" 


‘chapter on less @eveloped ccuntries) and in "Russian Since 1917" (chapter 
'Denceracy in Russiat) and specifically repudiate the article ‘Russians 


an their Rights' in the July 1977 55. 


breif discussion and reference to previous discussion of the issue 
at 1978 Conference. 


ITEM TOR DISCUSSION (Islinston} The Party's attitude to Marx's phrase 
'The Dictatorship of the Proletariat. ' 


The Branch thought there was a case for repudiating the phrase, even 
though Marx may have meant something very differont from its present use. 
One delegate referred to the relevant passage of Questions of the Day on Msrx 
and dictatorship. e 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (Westmin) Does the Party equally oppose both 
‘onetatism and Keyhesianism? 


There was some feeling in the Branch that a monetaris t position had 
‘rept into some propaganda and that the Party should reaffirm its oppositi-n 
t> monetarisn. 


Conference adjourned at 5-45 pm. 


Te 


| 
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1, Ate ndnen * tule 18 "The first sentence be amended to read 


Teg EC 17th April, 1979 
Peon: Gen Sec 


BPORT OF RESNS CARRIGI 


iT ANNUAL CONF 1979 


'The Exeeutive 
detailed complaint by a br against a speaker, 


ately send copies to the speaker referred to & the Prap Cttee & 
require from thon, within l uth, a written reply & a rpt respectively. 
» then may call upon such speaker to undergo an exanination by 4 sttee 


apptd by the BC.’ (the Hule to continue (line 4) as at present, from ‘Such 
epegker ... ' etc.)", 


Carried 22-14 
and insert 'ten'.” 
Carried 24-11 
tule 28 "On line 4, delete ‘people’ and insert ‘syupathisers'.” 
Carried 22-16 


(lb on final agenda) "That this Conf instructs the BC to 
engure that in futu 1] 


» on receipt of a written 
SU l imneci 


p Arc : e937 Y 
jpendnent t ) 2 
i ee 


tule 22 "On line 2 delete 'twenty' 


in future Ballot Pupers for the election of Party officers & the 
SC be sent to menbers' addresses individually from HO & not to br secs. for 
redistrit ution aS at 


present; & reminds nembers that returned Ballot papers 
Must be addressed directly to Ballot Cttee at HO." Carried 27-8 
Instructed res (3c on final aende) "That in the event of a changeover to the 
photo-litho process f > 


litho process for printing the SS, this Conf is of the opinion that the 
ps IC con T1 Wie in the ee ‘ 


endeavour to improve the appearance of the SS." 
Carried 22-10 


ld on final agenda) "That this Conf endorse 


es the res carried 
in relation to the 


signins of Nomination Papers for 
electoral participation; this Conf further endorses the following guide-—lines: 
1. Sismatures shell only be invited when it has first been ascertained that 

4 7 


3 Sympathetic to the aims of the Party. 2. An up-to-date list 
of names shall be kept o. 3 


a e kept, & the EC & br approval shall be obtained to all the 
names listed thereon before the election campaign begins. 3. Under no cir= 
eunis Tan li nents of 


es shall opponents of the Party, or members of other political par- 
gies, be invited to sis 


s, i (Oo Sign, nor shall people who hold religious views. 
4, &x-meuters shall be acceptable unless there are reasons to th? contrary. 
5. The EC still to be required 


A 
> 


i to properly scrutinise the proposed list of 
Garried 26-9 
uc | ym final agenda) "That this Conf instructs the EC to 
expediic the issue of the ed syllabus being prepared by the Bs. Cttuc as — 
ed sent to all brs by that cttee (1st Oct 1978)." 


Cerried 24-0 


tined in the circ 


Instructed res (2b on final arenda) "That the 75th Anniversary of the Party 
js not the time for couplacent self-congratulation. Working for Socialism 
ie imperative today as in 1904. To this end the Perty must continually 
be clarifying & extending the Socialist case. The Party should be alive to 
all the tendencies in capitalist development, aware of advances in the 
scienc chi . 


>chnology, & be meticulous in its concern for accuracy. 
not be tempted to 


We must 
mpt to dognatise the ‘correc 


t' sounding phrase of past texts, which 
, drain the vurty of its vitality. One of the main tasks 
facing the SPG3 today is to sharpen the relevance & credibility of its pro— 
paganda so that r 3 


2 larty oay becone an effective & dynamic force for 
Socialisu.” Carried 22-6 
Instructed res (2a on final agenda) "That this Conf resolves that a deter= 
snd be nade to encourage all brs & groups to organise & carry 
out indoor pro inerever practicable & any other form of organised 


™ . 
mined effort 


opaganda utgs 
I 


activity, which will enhance & extend the Party's case. We therefore call 
upon the uC to uske funds available to brs & sroups for special objectives 
which can be shown to be Acti 


practical propositions & worthy of the expenditure 
likely to be involved," Cexyried 34-0 
Floor res: "That the EC be asked to write to Cie Baldwin expressing the view 
of this Ccnf that he reconsider his decision to resign from the Partyss 


Curried 15-10 | 
Floor ress "Mga OCnnF : 


c " ~ Ax 
4 2 inis vUTAL Treconnen 18 


the EC to proceed with offset litho prodn © 
of the 55." 


Curried 19-11 
Floor res: "Conf recoumends the EC to put surplus monies in & spec Bank Sai 
deposit acct at 


i Bia oe 
the Lr own dis cre tion." Carried 1 - x ie: ae: i 
Floor #os: “This Conf reconmends that the BC prepare a4 leaflet. es he occa 
sion of the 75th anniversary of the Party.” cried 10- 


rr | 


